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May 25: According to a spokesperson for the National Anti-Terrorism Directorate (Direccion
Nacional Contra el Terrorismo-DIRCOTE), over 2,000 businesspeople have been subjected to
extortion by the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement (MRTA) rebels. The names of the victims
were discovered in a computerized database at an MRTA hideout in the San Isidro neighborhood
of Lima. In addition to names, addresses and financial holdings of other businesspeople targeted
for extortion, the database also contained the names of 60 judges who would be threatened
with physical violence to themselves or family members as a means of persuasion in imposing
light sentences on captured rebels. The police also seized tactical and strategic documents, and
"indoctrination materials." According to Ludwig Meyer, head of the National Private Business
Institutions Confederation, businesspeople are subject to extortion throughout almost 70% of
national territory. Meyer said protection money paid to terrorists accounts for an average 7% of
production costs. May 27: The state of emergency for the department of Lima which includes the
capital and the port of Callao was extended for another 60 days via presidential decree. June 5:
Interior Minister Juan Briones Davila said the explosion of a car bomb outside the Channel 2 TV
station in Lima's Jesus Maria neighborhood caused the deaths of at least four people. Another
20 people were injured. The incident marked the first major attack by rebels on a mass media
outlet in the country's history, although 30 journalists have been killed in political violence since
1980. Channel 2 has been critical of the Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) rebels, and supportive
of President Alberto Fujimori since the April 5 "political coup." June 7: Police and soldiers used
tree trunks, metal and cement barricades to block access to streets where military barracks,
government offices, embassies or large privately- owned production facilities are located. According
to military sources, the measure was taken to prevent further rebel bombings in the midst of a
wave of rebel violence. Fujimori condemned recent terrorist activities, which he said demonstrate
the "desperation" of the guerrilla organizations. He added that frustrated rebels have decided to
"wage war" on Lima residents. Sendero rebels have stepped up attacks following the government's
repression of a rebel-instigated riot at the Castro Castro prison on May 9. According to the Legal
Defense Institute, a total of 104 politically-motivated killings and 128 rebel attacks were reported
during the month of May, and 1,342 people have died in 711 such attacks since Jan. 1. [Sources:
Associated Press, 06/05/92; Notimex, 05/27/92, 06/05/92; Spanish news service EFE, 05/25/92,
05/27/92, 06/07/92; Agence France-Presse, 06/07/92]
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